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On Predictions, Prophecies and Promises. 

In answer to the question, “ what is 
truth ?” we have invariably shewn that the 
subject, concerning which a declaration is 
made and with which it must agree, eazsts 
previous to the declaration. In the pre- 
sent case, it will appear, that the prediction, 
prophecy and promise, (which are the decla- 
ration) are previous to the subject or thing ; 
the fulfilment of the prediction, &c. or the 
agreement of the event predicted with the 
prediction itself, is the certainty of the truth 
of the prediction. 

In the first ; the declaration, which is 
last, must agree with the subject, which zs 
first ; in the latter ; the sulyect, which is 
last, must agree with the declaration, which 
is first. The former declares what does 
and has existed ; the latter declares what 
will exist. 

A prediction is declaring what will take 
place after the prediction is made. The 
meaning ofthe term is to speak before ; i.e. 
before the event takes place. To foretell, 
to prophecy mean the same. 

I am now to shew that there are predic- 
tions, prophecies and promises made in the 
Scriptures. 

The restitution of all things, spoken by 
the mouth of all God’s holy prophets, is 
a prediction or prophecy of these prophets. 
The prophet Abijah predicted or foretold 
the entire destruction of Jeroboam and _ his 
house, 1 Kings, xiv. 10. Joshua predicted 
a curse upon the man, who should rebuild 
Jericho, Josh. vi. 26. It was fulfilled ypon 
Hiel 533 years afterward, 1 Kings, xvi. 34. 
Elijah predicted or foretold the death of 
Ahab, 2 Kings, i. 6. It was fulfilled, 2 
Kingsi. 17. The prophets are so called 
from their predicting or foretelling events, 
which were to take place after they were 
foretold. Thus Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
&c. predicted many events, which were to 
take place afterward. Christ predicted 
many events, which were afterward fulfilled. 
He predicted his own suffering, death, res- 
urrection, ascension, &c. that one of his 
disciples should betray him and another de- 
ny him. He predicted the destruction of 


stances attending ; and that it should take 
place in the lifetime of many of that gener- 
ation. The time would fail me to mention 
all the predictions and prophecies, which 
the scriptures contain. The subjects of 
these predictions, likewise, are various :— 
some were of a political nature, others reli- 
gious ; some of the coming of Christ and 
the sitting up of his kingdom ; others of the 
glory and extent of his kingdom, &c. 

Promises, likewise, of the scriptures are 
many, made by God from the mouths of 
men inspired for that purpose as_ well as 
from God himself; these promises respect 
things both temporal and eternal. Peter 
says,that exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises are given unto us, that by these we 
should be partakers of the divine nature, &c. 
These are promises of spiritual blessings. 
But our attention need not be confined to 
the proof ofghis, for the scriptures abound 
with ae. 

No prediction or prophecy can be true 
unless the event predicted come to pass :— 
promises, never fulfilled, cannot be true. 

We have seen that the scriptures abound 
with predictions, prophecies and promises. 

That, on which our faith in them is built 
is the accomplishment of many, which have 
already taken place, and the evidence, that 
these predictions were made by the influence 
of God, who only can know events, which 
to man are future, 

Now the event (when it takes place) 
must agree with the prediction, to prove 
that the prediction was true; if the event 
predicted does not take place at all, of if it 
do not agree with the prediction in the time 
and manner predicted, then the predictien 
or prophecy is not true. Thus we read of 
those, who prophesy lies, deceit, &c. i. e. 
they prophecy of things which never did 
nor will take place. They herein deceive 
the people and the truth is not in them. 

Promises, likewise, must be fulfilled; the 
event must agree with the promise, other- 
wise itis false. It istrue, that men may 


make promises with a good intention to per- 
form, and when their ‘ circumstances, are 
such, that they have ability to perform; yet 
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time of performing their promise draws 
nigh, they find themselves utterly unable to 
make good. In this case, although the e- 
vent never takes place and consequent- 
ly never can agree with the promise, and 
there is nothing except the promise 5; yet if 
there were a determination to perform and 
nothing ‘prevents, but the unexpected di- 
minution of ability ; although the event a- 
grees not with the promise, yet there is an 
agreement between the intention (which was 
upright,) and the promise, which must ex- 
onerate the person from the charge of false- 
hood.” 

With God, who promises, no obstacle 
can hinder the performance ; for being un- 
changeably wise, powerful and good and 
infinitely so: He never can be obliged to 
break his promise ; consequently, God, who 
has promised, is faithful and will per- 
form. 

Some particular predictions and prom- 
ises of scripture, which will prove what 
must be the finishing of the mystery of 
God, if the events ever agree with the 
promise. 

In Isa. xlv. 23. God has promised, that 
unto him every knee shall bow and every 
tongue shall sware: 25, that in the Lord 
shall the seed of Israel be @qstified and 
shall glory. These are promises of him, 
who cannot lie. Now ifthe events ever a- 
gree with the promises here made, or, 

which is the same thing,) these promises 
ever be fulfilled; then the end of all God’s 
works will be the moral subjection of all 
both Gentiles and Jews to himself. This 
argument is conclusive. In short we may 
see it thus: 

If God has promised the moral subjection 
of all men to himself and he be true to his 
promises, then that event will take place : 

But God has promised this and he is true 
to his promise; Isa. xlv. 23, 25. 

Therefore such an event will take place. 

The first promise, viz. the seed of the 
woman shall bruise the serpent’s head, (Gen. 
iii. 15.) is on the same principle of certain- 
ty, because it is God who promises. ‘The 
amount of this promise is, that although this 
serpent should bruise the heel of mankind ; 
yet that there should be one, who should 
bruise his head. This was Christ. See Heb. 
ii. 14. Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also him- 
self likewise took part of the same; that 
through death he might destroy him, that 
had the power of death, that is, the Devil. 
It is hence evident that the bruise of the ser- 
pent’s head, which was to take place, was 
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mortal, and that the meaning of the promise 
is, that Christ should destroy the serpent or 
put an end to his existence. 

In Isaiah, xl. 4, 5. Every fountain shall 
be exalted, and every mountain and hil} 
shall be made low, and the crooked shal} 
be made straight, and the rough places 
plain ; and the glory of the Lord shall he 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together « 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it 
This is a promise of large extent, and it jg 
spoken by the mouth of the Lord. 

What shall we say tothis? Ans. IfGog 
be true to his promise, the event must fo}. 
low ; or the thing must take place accord. 
ing to the promise or must agree with it.— 
Here it is as expressly promised that the 
proud shall be abased or made humble, ag 
the humble shall be exalted ; in short, the 
amount of the promise is that all mankind 
shall be so prepared by the revelation of 
the glory of the Lord, that they shall see it 
together ; where by seeing, nothing can be 
meant short of enjoyment. Thus it is evi- 
dent that a prediction, prophecy or promise 
spoken by God himself, or by man through 
his influence, is infallibly connected with 
the event, and we may as safely rely on the 
certainty of the event, as we can on that of 
the promise. 

REMARKS. 

It is a great source of consolation and en- 
couragement, that God has taught us by 
predictions and promises what the end of 
his works willbe. Did every thing take 
place as we now behold; Did we see the 
miseries to which mankind were reduced; 
the oppressor and the oppressed; did we 
contemplate the crimes and consequent dis- 
grace and sufferings of men as they noware, 
and yet be in a state of entire uncertainty 
as to the issue; our prospect would be 
gloomy beyond description: Or if we were 
taught that this confusion, crime and wretch- 
edness must endlessly continue with respect 
to a great part of our race, in order thatthe 
truth and justice of God may be maintained 
and consequently the issue of all things be 
the happiness of some and endless misery of 
many ; our enjoyments at best, would have 
much alloy, and our reasoning powers could 
never be satisficd. But for our consolation 
and encouragement he hath seen fit to assure 
us by his promises and predictions,what shall 
be the final issue. These promises (as Pe- 
ter expresses it) are excerding great and 
precious. They are no doubt, given to an- 
imate and encourage us in this state of mis- 
ery and wretchedness. This makes ovr 
meditation of him to be sweet. 
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We shall find, that all these promises are 
absolute not conditional ; they are expres- 
sions of grace, of mercy, to needy, helpless 
ruined creatures ; not expressions of re- 
ward for obedience performed. 

Grace lies at the bottom, and is that 
which crowns the salvation of man. It is 
eternal life, and this is the gift of God. 

God then, is certainly good to all, not 
in providence simply, butin grace especial- 
ly ; so that his tender mercies, (and there 
can be none greater) are over all his 


works. 
Eprror. 


A SUTTEE IN INDIA. 

A suttee is the burning of a widow upon 
or directly after the decease of ber husband. 
This barbarous custom has Jong prevailed 
in many parts of India, as a religious rite. 
A large pile of combustibles is collected to- 
gether; the woman and the deceased hus- 
band are burnt to ashes inthe pile. Such 
is the force of superstition and priest-craft 
among these people, that the woman is vol- 
-untary in sacrificing herself in the flames. 

Of all the deaths, that of being consumed 
in the flames, seems to be the most dreadful. 
Yet superstition will carry a person so far, 
as to commit himselfto the flames as his 
voluntary act. This custom in India has 
justly been reprobated by the Christian 
World. Had these people been left to act 
their own reason, and been free to follow 
that light, which lighteth every man, that 
cometh into the world; this custom would 
never have been known; but priest-craft 
{even in India) is capable of drowning rea- 
sor, and of exciting men to perpetuate the 
blackest crimes and the most absurd no- 
tions, under a pretension of virtue and reli- 
gion. 

The missionary accounts of a suttee late- 
ly attended at Poonah, represent the wid- 
ow of a Brahmin, who escaped twice from 
the flames and run into a river, where she 
was protected by some English people ; The 
priests endeavored to persuade her into the 
flames again, and not succeeding in this; 
exerted themselves (while the English had 
turned about to look for assistance) to drown 
her. She died a short time afterward. 

The missionary account of this shocking 
custom is no doubt just, and with them we 
are decided in reprobating so barbarous a 
custom, especially under the notion of a re- 
ligious rite. But when we have fully con- 
sidered this practice of the heathen, is it to 
be compared with the cruelties and persecu- 


tions practiced in the christian world ?— 


What is a Suttee toan Auto de fe? In the 
former the person voluntarily devotes him- 
self to death as a duty ; in the latter in the 
face of justice and mercy and without any 
commisseration, a person is tortured to 
death in a slow fire. Witness the Inquisi- 
tion, the Auto de fe, &c. But these, (it will 
be said) are Popish practices ; we grant it, 
but is the protestant world free from any im- 
putation on this head ? Have not imprison- 
ment, confiscation of property, banishment, 
scourging, hanging and even burning been 
practiced in the protestant world? History 
answers in the affirmative. Our owncoun- 
try is not altogether free from some of these 
practices. 

Now persecution in any of these particu- 
lars, is agreater crime and attended with 
worse consequences than a suttee ; the for- 
mer is violently taking the lives of others 
without their consent ; the latter is taking 
our own life because it is our choice. The 
former is invading the rights of others; the 
latter is invading our own rights. While 
our missionary brethren denounce a_suttee 
they do well ; but those of them who de- 
nounce persecution among christians do 
better. snot the slanderous tongue ; the 
defaming, the detracting and lying tongue 
a world ofaniquity? does it not set on fire 
the course of nature, and is that not set or 
fire of hell? Let christians then, reprobate 


in a suttee ; but while they are endeavoring 
to pluck the moat out of the eye of the 
heathen ; let them first cast out the beam 
that is in their own eye ; then they till see 
to better advantage. 

This subject shews the wickedness of a 
designing priest-hood. When men must 
deny reason to be orthodox, and burn them- 
selves, or be burnt by others, before priests 
can be satisfied and their deceptions be fil- 
led; It is time for mankind to look about 
them, for these deceptions and designs may 
be detected and these abettors of false doc- 
trine and delusion may and ouglit to be 
brought to shame. 

Epirtor. 





From the Religious Inquirer. 

A DIALOGUE.—REVIVALS. 
Some years ago, during a religious revi- 
val in the town of in Vermont, a 
Mr. , an Universalist preacher, rid- 
ing through the place, was overtaken by a 
Dr. Mac, who was a deacon of a Calvinist 
Church ; when the following conversation 

was commenced by the Dector : 
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the ignorance and superstition manifested’ 
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Dr.—Good News, Sir, I have glorious 
news to tell you. 

Mr.—Ab! indeed Dr. and what is the 
hews. . 
Dr.—Why, Sir, the Lord is in 
working wonders by his spirit. There isa 
great revival, and many souls are daily con- 
verted. 

Mr.—I am glad of it Dr. for I know of 
no place where a reformation was more 
needed. But Dr. there is one thing which 
is a matter of some surprise to me. It is 
this. Many of those converts come for- 
ward, relate an experience, and you receive 
their word for the genuineness of their re- 
lation, when in temporal cencerns you would 
not take their word, or trust them the value 
of six ceuts. 

Dr.—I know it, but I think we have suf- 
ficient evidence that it is the work of God. 
It will do to take them into the church. 

Mr.—Well Dr. time will determine the 
matter. You recollect the reformation in 
the town of and ———— ; and you 
know what has been the result. As soon 
as the revival died away, they began to ex- 
amine into each other’s characters, and the 
genuineness of their experience. uarrels 
ensued, and after numberless church meete 
ings, and excommunicating a large propor- 
tion of those whom they had received dur- 
ing the revival, they were able once more 
to enjoy peace ; and twelve months hence, 
you and I can better determine as to this re- 
vival. 

Dr.—Ah Sir, it is unfortunately the case, 
that there are always some who prove hyp- 
ocrites. 

Mr.—But Dr. it surely is not the work 
of the Lord to make men hypocrites ? 

Dr.—Oh no, by no means, but it is al- 
ways the case, that when the Lord begins to 
work a good work among men, the Devil 
will always set him to work at the same 
time and place. 

Mr.—Well Dr. but asthe hypocrite whom 
you say is worked upon by the Devil, re- 








lates an experience similar to those who are | 


converted by the spirit of God, and with 
the same apparent sincerity, is it not a lit- 
tle singular, that God and the Devil should 
work so exactly alike, produciug the same 
feelings of conviction and conversion, that 
you olf experienced saints that have been 
serving God, and walking in the way of ho- 
liness for twenty pears or more, nay, that 
your ministers who profess to know so 
much of the spirit of God in all its opera- 
tions, are not able to distinguish which is 
the work of God, and which is not, but as 


cordially receive him who is operated upon 
by the spirit of the Devil, as bim who is 
converted by the spirit of God, and time a. 
lone trying the character enables you to 
find the hypocrite? Would it not be weli 
,Dr. for you to wait awhile, as you cannot 
determine by the relation, the exercises of a 
person’s mind, that you may discover the 
genuine convert from the hypocrite? 

Dr.—I don’t know but it might be well 
enough, but we think it best to bring them 
at once into the church. 

Mr.—Dr. how many hypocrites do you 
think there will prove to be in ? 

Dr.—1I do not know. It is not for me 
to say, but itis probable there will be some. 

Mr.—Perhaps Dr. there may be twenty? 

Dr.—Oh yes. It. would be remarkable 
if there were not as much as twenty among 
such a number. ; 

Mr.—Perhaps there way be forty, fifty, 
or even one half? 

Dr.—Why there may be, but I hope for 
better things, 1 cannot believe there will be 
so many hypocrites as one half. 

Mr.—You admit there may be as many 
as one half, and for aught you know, more? 

Dr.—Yes there may be, but I do not 
believe there will. 

Mr.—Now Dr. you have called this 1e- 
vival the work of God, might I not with as 
much propriety say, it is the work of the 
Devil ? 

Dr.—You may callit so if you please, but 
I should not dare to say so for the world. 

Mr.—But Dr. you acknowledge that some 
will prove to be hypocrites. That it is the 
work of the Devil to make men hypocrites. 
One half or even more may prove hypo- 
crites. The work is so exactly similar that 
you are not able to distinguish. Now Dr. 
according to your own acknowledgment, 
have you any more evidence to prove this 
revival is the work of God, than that it is 
the work of the Devil ? 

Dr.—You may say what you please a- 
bout it, but I say it is the work of God. 
| The Doctor attended conference in the 
evening, spouted away about the wicked- 
‘ness of Universalists, and said, he that day 
|had fallen into company with a Universal- 
ist preacher, to whom, he undertook to re- 
late the glorious work the Lord was carry- 
‘ing on in the town, but that he laughed at 
| _ and said it was all the work of the De- 
vil. 
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From the Christian Intelligencer. 
. Brother Streeter—Feeling a very lively 
interest for the cause of the blessed Redeem- 
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er, and a strong desire for its promotion in 
this section of the country, as well as else- 
where; I embrace the present, as a favora- 
ble opportunity to urge, through the medi- 
um of your interesting and useful paper, 
upon those who are in the habit of perusing 
its rich columns, and particularly, my fellow 
youth, the worth and need of pure and un- 
defiled religion. Knowing well, and that 
too by experience, the great gulf of dark- 
ness into which many are plunged on ac- 
count of the dark and mysterious way in 
witich religion is held up to the mind; and 
having once myself been a traveller in this 
same distracted way, set up by catechisms, 
creeds, &c. having always been accustomed 
to hearing in my childhood, constantly pro- 
claimed from the pulpit, not the thunder- 
ings of Mount Sinai, but the ten times more 
dreadiul (if possible) thunderings of modern 
orthodoxy; and having been by the Su- 
preme Author of my existence happily ex- 
tricated from all the shackles of tradition, 
with which these were calculated to bind 
down the human mind, and permitted to 
explore the glorious, boundless field of gos- 
pel light and liberty, I feel very desirous 
that all those who have minds capable of 
judging on this all important subject, should 
give their immediate attention to a fair in- 
vestigation of the same. Many, it is to be 
feared, are putting off the things of religion, 
in consequence of often hearing those who 
profess to be engaged in it, tell of the hard, 
the tiresome, and self-denying road which 
the christian has to travel, whilst the sinner 
is going on in sin and pleasures, enjoying 
all the comforts which life can afford. Ma- 
ny, I say, have thought from this, that they 
would seek religion, and particularly whilst 
young, their days would pass more heavily 
on, and life itself become almost a burthen. 


But ah, the deception! Who, having 
realized the worth of religion, and enjoyed 
sweet communion with their God, can say, 
wisdom’s ways, how hard they are! trans- 
gressors ways. how sweet! But let those 


who have imbibed sentiments like these, be ! 
‘coaveraed by the same. 


assured, that every day they neglect to +. ' 
religion, or a true knowledge of the chata:- 
ter of God, they are living destitute of that 
solid, soul satisfying happiness, 


‘ Which nothing earthly gives or can destroy, 
The soul’s calm sunshine and the heartfelt 


joy.” 
Many, it is to be feared, have taken from re- 
ligion its real worth, by endeavoring to hold 
forth to the people, that were it not for a 











place of future, eternal misery, there would 
be no inducement for us to seek religion.— 
That is, if our Heavenly Father has a plan 
devised, whereby he intends to bring all his 
offspring into a holy, happy and reconciled 
state with himself, then, it is no matter 
what we do. What care we about religion? 
say they. Whereisourreward? Deluded, 
infatuated mortals] How unsuscepiible of 
happiness must that person be, who can 
make use of such expressions? For where 
is the person who has enjoyed real religion, 
and lived under its happy influence, that 
will not say, that the inducements are suffi- 
cient for us to have it to live by? Yes, it is 
this that we at all times greatly need, where- 
by to regulate our conduct in life. And 
notwithstanding many may talk to us, as 
though religion itself were hardly worth 
possessing, yet be assured there is no real 
happiness without it. A true knowledge of 
the character of Deity, is what we at all 
times greatly need. We need it in pros- 
perity, and in adversity ; in sickness and in 
health. In prosperity, to learn us humility, 
and teach us to receive with unfeigned grat- 
itude, those tomporal blessings which the 
great Supreme Giver of all good, is daily 
bestowing upon us; and in adversity, that 
we may feel a willing submission, and re- 
conciliation to all the dispensations of God’s 
holy providence. In health, that we may 
realize the value of this inestimable bles- 
sing, considering that it flows from Him 
who openeth his hand liberally, and with- 
holdeth not; and in times of sickness and 
distress, that we may kiss the rod which 
chasteneth us, knowing that the Judge of 
all the earth will do right. Then seeing 
this is what we so much need, how anxious 
should we be, above all other things, to 
seek a knowedge of it. And my young 
friends in particular, I would exhort to give 
their immediate attention to it. Yes, I 
want my fellow youth to come out, and 
show to the world that we do believe there 
is a reality in the religion of our blessed Sa- 
viour, an‘? that our lives and conduct are 
: We are often ask- 
ed svith an air of triumph, if our doctrine be 
true, what inducement have we to serve 
God? Let us answer in return by our con- 
duct, that it is our meat and drink, to do 
the will of our Father in heaven ; and that 
a firm belief that man is destined to enjoy 
happiness, is what actuates us to try to pro- 
moteit. Therefore, let us “ So let our light 
shine before men, that they, seeing our good 
works, may be led to glorify our Father 
which is in heaven.”” We are also often 
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told that a belief like ours will do to live by 
but will not do todie by. But how do they 
know this! Have they ever believed it? 
and if they have, has their faith ever had 
the trial? But I believe their assertion to 
be but the mere assertions of man, for she 
who now addesses you, has been a firm be- 
liever in the glorious doctrine of God’s un- 
bounded love and goodness to all his ration- 
al offsprings, for more than five years, du- 
ring which time I have not had a doubt, no, 
not the shadow of a doubt, of the truth of it. 
And my faith, I think, has had a fair trial 
to know whether it was founded on a per- 
manent basis or not ; for, once since my 
immersion into the truth, I have been, as I 
thought, brought almost to the very verge 
of eternity. But what were the sensations 
of my heart, at this time? Did I fear and 
tremble? Was I afraid to die, lest my heav- 
enly father would assume the character of 
something almost demoniac, and come out 
in his wrath against me, for loving him so 
well in this world, and for having such ex- 
alted ideas of his character? Was I afraid 
to be dead, lest the grave should become my 
eternal home, lest I should sink back into 
nonentity ? Did I fear lest that Almighty 
arm which had ever been stretched over me 
for good, and protected me, would now fail 
of giving support at atime when I most nee- 
ded it; and that hope which had so long 
comforted and strengthened me, would be 
blasted, be buried forever in oblivion! In- 
deed it was the reverse, for my faith now 
grew brighter and stronger. I could, by 


- faith, see my Savior stand with arms open to 


receive me, and hear his cheering voice, 
“because I live ye shall live also:” and the 
hope which had long been as an anchor to 
the soul, both sure and steadfast, now see- 
med to promise to hold me fast in the hour 
of rest. And I also found thatthe assertion 
which had so often been made by my oppo- 
sers, that is, that my faith would do to live 
by, but not to die by, had been but a weak 
attempt to shake my faith. Therefore, let 
those blush and be ashamed, that have ever 
been guilty of resorting to such low means, 
to refute a doctrine of which they are entire- 
ly ignorant; and let them never again con- 
demn a doctrine as being unable to give 
support in a dying hour, of which they have 
not the least experimental knowledge. Let 
them be careful to cherish those sentimenits, 
which will not only do to die by, but which 
will also do to live by, doing unto others as 
they would that others should do unto them. 

A few words to those who are parents, 
and I shal! close my communication. Pa- 





rents, and mothers in particular, realizing 
the great duty which is devolving upon us, 
in the education of our little ones, permit a 
youth, who feels herself inadequate to the 
task to address a few words to you. In the 
first place, let us remember that our chil- 
dren are but lent favors ; loaned to us by 
the Supreme Author of all good, and also 
that there is a great duty incumbent upon 
as, in bringing them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the same Almighty Being.— 
How early do we discover in them a desire 
to be taught concerning an Almighty Power 
above them ; and also see their little minds 
expanded, like the lovely rose to catch the 
dewdrops of heavenly instruction. Now is 
the time, which calls forth allthe judgment 
and prudence that we can possibly exercise ; 
for knowing by experience the force of ears 
ly education, how careful had we ought to 
be, in answering their little interesting ques- 
tions. Therefore let us, when speaking to 
them of their Father in heaven, speak of 
him in his all adorable character, and rep- 
resent him as their Father and Friend, 
their Creator and Preserver, and one who 
willeth their happiness ; and then will they 
love him and delight to serve him. In 
speaking of sin be careful to represent it in 
its most odious colors, and point them to 
examples of its dreadful effects ; then will 
they strive to avoid it, and flee from it, as 
they would from the venom of the most 
poisonous reptile. And when they shall 
have advanced to a more mature age, then 
open to them the treasures of the word of 
God ; teach them to make a constant asso- 
ciate of that Book, in which on almost eve- 
ry page, they can read the character, the 
purpose and designs of all-wise God. In- 
stead of letting them resort, to often, to pla- 
ces where they will hear from the sacred 
desk, the thunderings and threats of men, 
take them to the blooming fields, and there 
read to them out of the book of nature.— 
Point them to the works of that Being, whose 
goodness they can read, as it were, written 
with sun-beams on almost every object a- 
round. That Being who sendeth rain upon 
the just and the unjust; and causeth the 
sunto shine upon the evil and upon the 
good. ‘Teach them their filial relationship 
to him, and the great obligation under which 
his goodness ‘lays them, to worship and 
serve Him: and also the great reward 
which they will reap in a virtuous course of 
conduct ; then will their hearts being warm- 
ed as with the spirit of pure devotion, ris¢ 
in one flame to God, an acceptable offering 
of praise andthanksgiving. Then will yee 
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see in exercise, those grateful emotions est treasures of knowledge, and the untutor- 


which all the thundetings aud threats of or- 
thodox Divines could never excite. And 
then recognizing the whole human family 
as brethren, the children of the same Al- 
mighty Being, they will be taught like Pe- 
ter, to call no man common nor unclean :” 
but will anticipate with pleasure, the all 
glorious period, when they with their breth- 
ren of the human family, redeemed from all 
sin and iniquity, shall walk the happy the 
beatific plain of eternity, with songs and ev- 
erlasting joys upon their heads; in singing 
high anthems to him thatsitteth on the throne 
and to the Lamb forever and ever. Final- 
ly, may we all—God being our helper, so 
bring up our children, that they may justly 
rise up and call us blessed; and may we 
all, parents and children realizing the worth 
and need of pure and undefiled religion,cher- 
ish and cultivate those heavenly sentiments 
which are calculated to promote it, by do- 
ing justly, loving mercy, and walking hum- 


bly with our God. 
‘ E. H. COBB. 
Waterville, (Me.) Oct. 12th, 1824. 





PSALM CXIX—165. 
* Great peace have they that love thy law, 
and nothing shall offend them.” 

The above declaration may be consider- 
ed as the fruit of experience, and, as such 
merits the attention of every person who is 
d:sirous of enjoying peace. Itis happy for 
us, and it isa favor for which we ought to 
feel grateful, that our heavenly Father has 
so constituted us that we can have a source 
of peace within ourselves, and a secure re- 
treat into which we can flee and find safe- 
ty, when forsaken by earthly friends, or 
assailed by calumny or detraction. As 
moral intelligent beings, we are the subjects 
of a government founded in wisdom, hav- 
ing for its ultimatum the glory of the Su- 
preme Governor, and the happiness of the 
governed. It is administeredin righteous- 
ness, and upheld by Justice and Mercy.— 
From the decisions of this tribunal there is 
no appeal. The decisions are formed from 
due deliberation and with the most perfect 
knowledge of all the facts appertaining to 
the case. Our Judge is no respecter of 
persons, nor can he be biassed by passion, 
or corrupted with Gold. No partial feel- 
ings can be experienced by him to swerve 
him from the most just and holy decision.— 
The Monarch and the mendicant, the rich 
man and the beggar; the most favored 
son whom science has nourished and whose 
mind philosophy has stored with her rich- 


ed, unlettered child of the forest, have but 
one law, the law of God, which is the law 
of love—and one Judge, possessed of all 
that wisdom and knowledge which duly 
qualifiess him for that station. ‘To this 
Judge we must all give an account, and to 
this judge all the secret recesses of the soul 
are open, and all the mind fully known.— 
From the searching spirit of God we can- 
not escape, and happy, yea, happy indeed 
is the man whose heart condemns him not ; 
then will he escape the condemnation of 
his God ; then shall he be at peace. The 
only fountain from which peace can flow, 
is conformity to thelaw of God. By “ lov- 
ing” the law of God isto be understood o- 
bedience tothat law. Those who love this 
law, will honor it by yielding obedience to 
its requisitions, and, indeed this is the only 
way in which we can manifest our love for 
it. Jesus said, “ ifye love me, keep my 
commandments,” and again, “ ye are my 
friends, if yedo whatsoever I command 
you.” If then we love God, or are friends 
of Jesus, we shall exhibit this our love and 
friendship, not, in simply being hearers, but 
doers of his word. James has informed us, 
*¢ That whoso looketh into the perfect law 
of liberty, and continueth therein, he being 
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 
work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.” 
The blessing promised is that peace of 
mind, that internal tranquility, which arises 
from conscious rectitude. ‘That peace 

“ Which nothing earthly gives or can de- 

stroy, 

The soul’s calm sunshine and the heartfelt 
joy.” 

True and lasting peace inthe soul, is not 
the production of the ephemeral smiles and 
praises of men, nor is it the fruit of those 
honors which are conferred from sinister 
motives, or obtained by ambition, or fren- 
zied zeal. Whatever joy or pleasure we 
may gather from the smiles of friendship, 
or the honors we may have received, still 
its continuance is uncertain, as it is produc- 
ed by causes as changing as the wind, and 
as unstable as all sublunary things. The 
exhortation is given in the divine word, 
“ acquaint now thyself with him (God) and 
be at peace.” To know God is life eter- 
nal, and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth 
in God and Godin him. He that loveth 
not, knoweth not God, for God is love.— 
The Almighty Jehovah, the Lord of life 
and glory, is the fountain of Peace, the 
source of joy, andthe spring of springs 
from which celestial Peace flows to the soul. 


















































a 








4 


‘tmcege 


3384 GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








As far then as we are ussimilated to God, 
conformed to his holy nature, obedient to 
his divine will and pleasure, and reconciled 
to his government we enjoy that peace 
which will be as durable as the fountain 
from whence it proceeds, and as unchange- 
able as those divine principles which bring 
it forth. “ Grace and peace,” saith the a- 
postle, “ be multiplied unto you through 
the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our 
Lord.” Ifthen we would enjoy Peace, let 
us endeavor to increase our knowledge,that 
we may become wise unto salvation, and 
ever have in our own breast, that strong 
hold of conscious integrity,to which we can 
flee and be at peace, when the withering 
blast of misfortune shall assailus, when 
earthly friends shall be taken from us, or 
forsake us, or passion or prejudice, shall 
seek our harm. The law of God is a law 


of life,and in obedience, is life only to be! 
found. Hence, David makes the declara-, 


tion, that they who love the law of God, en- 
joy great peace and nothing shall offend 
them. Long suffering, forbearance and char- 
ity are christian virtues, and form a part of 
what is required of us by the law of God.— 
They were most ably and fully delineated 
to us in the character of the redeemer, whose 
examples we are to follow. He submitted 
to all that he had to suffer, fully persuaded 
that God, in whom he trusted, would work 
all things together for good. To him who 
judgeth righteously he submitted his cause, 
and through men rendered him evil for 
good, lie rendered good for evil, and pray- 
ed for the blessings of heaven to descend in 
forgiveness on the heads of his murderers, 
Nothing offended him, submissively he 
walked through life, confiding in the eternal 
righteousness and justice of him who reign- 
ethin the heavens. They who love the 
law of God will not be easily offended.— 
Peace, celestial peace, reigns in their souls, 
in Jesus they find a friend that sticketh clo- 
ser than a brother ; andin God, a Father 
that will never leave them nor forsake them. 


Messenger of Peace. 





Another Conversion from Universalism 
to Methodism.—The Herald of Salvation 
states, that Mr. Cyrenius Forshee, of Fred- 
ericksburgh, U. C. having investigated the 
scriptures for nearly a year to convince a 
friend of the falsity of Universalism, has re- 
cently convinced himself, that the doctrine 
of universal grace is the truth of God. To 
show the change in this man’s belief, his 
own language is quoted. On June 11th, he 
thus writes :——“ Universalism, that most 








damnable doctrine, introduced into the world 
by the devil, and consequently propagated 
by infidels.” The supporters of Universal. 
ism are men devoid of every candid princi- 
ple-—T hey as naturally slide into Atheism 
as one thought begets anothe: ;_ the reason 
is because Univercalism and Atheism came 
irom one source.” ‘The man, who could 
thus express himself in June, on the 4th of 
September, acknowledged his belief in the 
all saving grace of God! Thus, like Paul 
he has avowed a sentiment he once attempt. 
ed to destroy. Let our Methodist brethren 
search the scriptures to see whether these 
things are so, and when their understand. 
ing is convinced, aid their heart is melted 
let them{manifes: their faith in the Saviour o: 
all men, a 

HIUMAN LIFE. 
As on the rude tempest’ous sea, 
When stormy winds tempest’ous rise, 
When black’ning clouds, terrific, spread 
Their mantles round the vaulted skies : 
When with their long and threat’ning roar, 
Loud peals of thunder rend the air, | 
Dread lightning dart their flaming shafts, 
And paint the gloom, with awful glare : 
High, on the mountain billow’s top, 
The little shallop, mounting now, 
Stands, trembling, on the giddy height, 
Or plunges in thé gulf below : 
Thus, on the stormy sea of life, 
While howling tempests, round him, roar, 
Sails man, and the darksome gloom, 
That hides, from view, the distant shore. 
*Mid threat’ning dangers, now he soars 
High, on the angry billows height, 
Or sinks into the dark abyss, 
Among the fearful shades of night. 
Yet, as the “sea boy’s” watchful eyes, 
Catches the Sun’s first cheering ray, 
And through the distant cloud, descries 
And welcomes the returning day : 
Triumphant shines the radiant bow, 
And nature’s wild convulsions, cease, 
Fear lull’d to rest, hope smiles around, 
And breathes the gentle strains of peace. 
Thus tho’ a thousand ills surround 
And lurking dangers thickly press, 
Tho’ secret care, and pallid fear, 
And gloomy doubt torment the breast ; 
Tho’ adverse gales, around us roar, 
And waves of grief “ run mountains high,” 
Hope lulls our troubl’d souls to rest, 
And points to heav’n the fearful eye. 
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